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THESIS ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to investigate the effects of comparing on-
farm hatching and conventional (machine) hatching practices on
incubation results, growth performance, animal welfare, and
behaviour, as well as subsequent carcass characteristics in local
Anadolu-T, commercial Cobb 500, and Ross 308 genotype broilers.

In conclusion, it was determined that on-farm hatching can be used
instead of conventional hatching, and that Anadolu-T can be utilized
in alternative broiler meat production.

APPLICATION AREAS OF THE THESIS RESULTS

The results of the study indicate that, under appropriate conditions,
the on-farm hatching system can be an alternative to the traditional
method, reducing the incubation period by 3 days and potentially
eliminating the need for hatchers. However, this situation necessitates
producer training and new legal regulations regarding biosecurity.
The integration of Anadolu-T into alternative production systems and
its potential to be sold at a higher price render its use in broiler meat
production promising.
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